
 

                                 
 
                                             Dave Colbert 
 
Dave Colbert was one of SJABO’ best known officials throughout his career. Having 
started officiating fresh out of high school, he quickly rose in the ratings, achieving 
his NABO, level 4 rating. 
 
After having played in the Metro Basketball League for a number of years, Dave 
decided to dedicate himself to refereeing. Over the years Dave officiated in 
thousands of games from minor to high school and into both the men’s and ladies 
leagues.  
 
He also officiated at all levels of NLBA provincial tournaments as well as SSNL 4A, 
3A and 2A provincial tournaments and was selected to do many championship 
games.  
 
With all of the games he had done over his career, it is fair to say that Dave’s heart 
and soul was with the kids. He loved doing minor ball games. From grades K to 6,, 
Dave was perhaps the best known official in the gym. Always willing to take the time 
to explain to the kids what it is they had done wrong, whether it was a travel or a 
double dribble call, Dave would always take a moment when he saw the “What did I 
do wrong look on their faces”, to help them understand and learn the game. 
 
He also took the time to do some clinics at St. Francis Of Assissi when asked by 
Lucy Price who was running some programs there at the time, once again showing 
his commitment to minor basketball.  
 



Perhaps this is why his most memorable moment in refereeing a basketball game 
was having his picture taken with a Down Syndrome boy in Clarenville, while there 
doing a tournament and having the same young boy bring Dave a copy of the picture 
the following week in St. John’s. 
 
He also sat on the SJABO executive in 2005 as Vice-president and chaired the 
Disciplinary Committee that same year. You could also find him at all MUN games 
where he kept the stats at the scorers table for 15 years. Dave also coached St. 
Kevin’s grade 8 girl team to the last Roman Catholic School Board Championships to 
be played. 
 
Over his career, he has been awarded a number of top official awards at NLBA 
senior provincial tournaments and says he has worked with all of the top officials on 
the island, which he has travelled quite a bit of over the years while officiating 
tournaments. 
 
Dave Colbert was a credit to SJABO. A highly respected official, he gave his all in 
every game he did. He loved being a referee and worked hard to become the best 
he could be. He retired from officiating in 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


